No More Plastic Products and Styropor
Circular 2017-05

To:

All Parish Priests, Religious Men and Women, Catholic Schools in
the Diocese, and PPC Chairpersons

Pope Francis in his encyclical letter “Laudato Si” said that; “due to an
ill-considered exploitation of nature, humanity runs the risks of destroying it
and becoming in turn a victim of this degradation.”
The Pope also reminds us Christians “that our responsibility within
creation and our duties towards nature and the Creator are essential part of
our faith.”
The Pope further said that; “the earth, our home, is beginning to look
more and more like an immense pile of filth,” and one of the many causes is
the use of non-biodegradable plastics and styropor, a by-product of fossil fuel.
In a news that appeared in the national dallies in 2015, it was reported
that our oceans is full of some 8 million tons of plastic waste. Leading the
polluters of our ocean are China followed by Indonesia, the Philippines,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Egypt, Malaysia, Nigeria, and Bangladesh. The
plastic products that we throw irresponsibly goes down the drain, into the
esteros, then Tullahan and Marikina rivers and eventually finds their way into
Manila Bay. It is predicted that by year 2050, unless nothing is done about it,
plastic will outweigh fish in the ocean.
The Pope believes that Christians from every tradition are now being
called upon to offer their own contribution in overcoming the ecological crisis
which planet earth is facing today.
It is, therefore, within the context of the Encyclical Letter of Pope
Francis that, henceforth, effective immediately, you are to refrain from further
using all kinds of plastic products and styropor in all your
activities/gatherings. Encourage also your flock to do the same in their
respective homes.
You are further directed to formulate your respective guidelines in the
strict implementation of this Circular and submit a copy of your guidelines to
Caritas Novaliches for record and monitoring purposes.

We suggest the following:
1. Bringing of our own utensils and drinking cups/mugs
2. Use of paper cups and plates in big gatherings.
Given in the Chancery in Fairview, Quezon City, 1 June 2017.
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